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Other items become necessary very quickly, such as flashings to hold up your hose, a sporran or pouch for I.D., money, and keys. A notebook and
pen are required for workshops and are generally necessary. As a required minimum , this is not all inclusive, list for other items may be required for
events (i.e. your craft goods), it is just the minimum starting point for new members. 
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Crafts

Scottish Crafts,  Ian Finlay,  1948,  George G. Harrap & Co. Ltd.  London, Not enough illustration, but worthwhile.

Traditional Scottish Dyes, and How to Make Them,  Jean Fraser,  Illustrated by Florence Knowles,  1985,  Cannongate Publishing,
Ltd.  Edinburgh,  ISBN 0-86241-1084 

British Coracles and Irish Curraghs,  James Hornell,  F.L.S.,  F.R.A.I.  1938,  Published for the Society of Nautical Research,
Bernard Quaritch, Ltd.  London. Rare and Valuable, it is The book on the topic.

Costuming

Tartans,  Christine Hesketh,  1961,  Library of Congress Catalogue #61-122200 Rare.  Useful, although the printing quality is poor,
and the number of color plates limited.

Old Irish and Highland Dress, With Notes on that of the Isle of Man,  H.F. McClintock, Tempest,  1943,  Dundalgan Press, 
Dundalk. Rare and valuable.  The most authoritative source outside the primary sources.

Dress in Ireland,  Mairead Dunlevy,  1989,  Holms and Meir Publishers, Inc. 30 Irving Place, Ney York, N.Y.  ISBN 0-8419-1269-8 
A confused focus robs this work.  Good illustrations, worth owning.

The History of Highland Dress,  John Telefer Dunbar,  1962,  Oliver and Boyd,  London and Edinburgh. Rare and valuable.  Not 
enough illustrations. Dunbar is the premier author in the highland area.

Patterns of Fashion: The Cut and Construction of Clothes for Men and Women c.1560-1620,  Janet Arnold,  1994,  MacMillian 
London Ltd.  London. Excellent!

     This short list is no way exhaustive. The serious clan member should keep a notebook on their readings to record questions

and insights. Boaire candidates will be held to a level of knowledge respective of these publications.  Remember, just because it

is in print does not mean that the conclusions of the author are true or even useful. Develop a critical sense. 
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A: The prop for your Boaire project should encompass your research so it should be well thought out, designed and attainable at your

level. It should be coordinated with your sponsor and approved by the Chief to ensure it is appropriate for your line of study and use

within MacColin. The creation of props often requires the ideas of many people, so don’t be afraid to ask questions and consult people

who are skilled in their areas of craft or knowledge. 

What kind of prop should I make? 

A: The prop that you provide becomes the property of MacColin therefore, a good way to look at your prop is to understand your field

of study as well as the needs of the group. Let’s take the example of fishing for brown trout in Inverness during the 16 th century. If

your research was on this topic you might consider doing additional research on the tools that were used and then creating or finding

useable replicas. It is good to build or craft your own props because it gives you an idea of the work that the people MacColin portrays

had to do in order to feed themselves and create the things that they needed. That being said, you can employ the work of others as

long as they meet the period requirements. Continuous feedback from your sponsor

and the Chief will keep you on the path to a successful prop.

What kinds of props have already been created?

A:  Take time to look around the encampment at any event. What tools are people

using? What do people know about that reflect  the things that they own and are

surrounded by? Some of the props have been as small as a wagon, trebuchet or bow

lathe and as elaborate as a cannon, a farm, a play, and even a library! A useable

contribution that showcases your knowledge is the key.

Prop creation can be expensive. How can I deal with the expense? 

A: Props can be approached in a few ways. First, get your prop idea approved then you can figure out what materials that you will

need and how much the item will cost. You can then decide if you will set aside money periodically and purchase all of the materials

at one time or buy materials you will need in parts as you are able to afford it. You can also ask your MacColin kin to help you by

donating parts or money. Another option is to join forces with one or more other Boaire candidates and share the expense of a large

prop. Maybe as an individual you would have provided a box of fisherman’s tools, but as a group you created a small three-sided hut

with the tools that create the nets and other items a fishing village would have. 
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· 1-2 sentences of analysis of the quote. Explain how the quote/example  you selected demonstrates the topic.

Why are outdoor shelters important?

· Provide explanation of the impact that this topic can have on the subject.

3.  Body Paragraph #2 This Paragraph is for point B of your thesis (Nutrition)

· Transition Word & Topic sentence- You can ONLY write about this topic sentence and nothing else. (Ex. In

addition to shelter, cats need a well-balanced diet to ensure their nutritional needs are met)

· Quote/example #1 from source (Pick either a quote or an example. Make sure you cite your source after the

text. (ex. According to Cat Fancy Magazine,”15 out of every 20 cats are either obese or emaciated,” (Last Name,

First Initial OR Organization + Page number if in source is in print.)(Cat Fancy, P.15)

· 1-2 sentences of analysis of the quote.  Explain how the quote/example  you selected demonstrates the topic.

· Quote/example #2 (one or the other. If you used a quote before, use an example here. Unless specified as for

APA and such you really only need one quote with in text citation PER BODY PARAGRAPH.

· 1-2 sentences of analysis of the quote. Explain how the quote/example  you selected demonstrates the topic.

· Provide explanation of the impact that this topic can have on the subject.

4.  Body Paragraph #3 This Paragraph is for point C of your thesis (Enrichment)

· Transition Word & Topic sentence- You can ONLY write about this topic sentence and nothing else. (Ex.

Once the cat’s dietary and shelter needs are met, owners should ensure that they have toys to play with and things

to scratch.)

· Quote/example #1 from source (Pick either a quote or an example. Make sure you cite your source after the

text.  (ex.  “You will  lose  your furniture  to  the  shredding  machines  if  you  don’t  buy  a  cat  tree.)(Johnson,  M.

Interview)

· 1-2 sentences of analysis of the quote.  Explain how the quote/example  you selected demonstrates the topic.

· Quote/example #2 (one or the other. If you used a quote before, use an example here. Unless specified as for

APA and such you really only need one quote with in text citation PER BODY PARAGRAPH.

· 1-2 sentences of analysis of the quote. Explain how the quote/example  you selected demonstrates the topic. 

· Provide explanation of the impact that this topic can have on the subject.

5. Conclusion Paragraph  

· Restate your thesis statement

· Include  information  about  how  these  topics  about  the  main  subject  are  important.  DO  NOT  ADD  NEW

INFORMATION

· Final Remarks/add in theme (no opinions).

· Release (Cats are deserving of all of these things and more for as long as they allow us into their lives.

Read this and follow point by point. It will help. Promise.
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If you have questions at any time during the process, contact your sponsor, household head, or get help
from a member with experience in writing.  DON’T LET THIS GET YOU DOWN! THERE ARE PEOPLE
WHO CAN HELP!
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   COMMON GAELIC PHRASES & PIKE COMMANDS

                             Basic Gaelic 

Gaelic - Pronunciation – English
 

Dia dhui t ( dee-uh guht) Hello ("God to you"). 

Conas ta tu? ( coh-nuss taw too ) How are you? 

Ta me go maith (taw meh goh mah) I am well. 

Ma se do thoil e (mah shay doh hahl ay) Please. 

Go raibh maith agat (guh rev mah ah-guht) Thank you. 

Gaibh mo leith sceal (gwiv moh leh shkayl) Excuse me. 

Buiochas le Dia (bwee-uh-khuss leh dee-uh) Thanks be to God. 

Dia linn! (dee-uh ling) (Blessing when sneezing) 

Slan abhaile (slawn ah-wahl-yeh) Safe home. 

Fan amach na loca (fun aw-makh naw loh-khuh) stay away from the lake 

Tog go bog e (toag goh buhg ay) Take it easy. 

Uisge (oos-keh) water 

Uisgebeatha ( oos-keh-baw-he ) whiskey (water of life) 

Tar anseo (taar ahn-show) come here 

Ceann alt (Kyan elt) knuckelhead 

Dean deifir (jen jeffer) hurry up 

Duisidh! ( doo- shee) wake up! 

Na bac leis (nah bakk lesh) Never mind. 

Dean e! (day-n ay) Do it ! 

Bi curamach! (bee coor-ah-mahkhl) Be careful.

TEN MOST OFTEN USED PIKE COMMANDS
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Each command is listed in Gaelic, as used, followed by a translation and pronunciation.

1.
  

A SLEIGH CO THIONAILIBH 
PIKEMEN, FALL IN 
(ASHLAY KA TUNE A LEAVE) 

2.
 

TOGAIBH A SLEIGH 
CARRY PIKES 
(TOGA EEVE ASHLAY) 

3.
 

OCHIONA GRAESIBH 
GENTLEMEN, FORWARD MARCH 
(AWK E OWNA GRAY SEIVE) 

4a.
 

AOMAIBH A SLEIGH [A STEACH] 
PORT PIKES (TO INSIDE) 
(ALMEVE ASHLAY [A SHTECK]) 

4b.
 

AOMAIBH A SLEIGH A MACH 
PORT PIKES TO OUTSIDE 
(ALMEVE ASHLAY A MACH) 

5.
 

DIONAIBH A SLEIGH 
CHECK PIKES 
(DEON EVE ASHLAY) 

6.
 

A SLEIGH DIROCHAIBH 
PIKEMEN LINE IT UP! 
(ASHLAY DROCK HEAVE-OR JUST: DROCK HEAVE) 

7.
 

A SLEIGH STADAIBH 
PIKEMEN STOP 
(ASHLAY STADEEV) 

8.
 

SILAIBH A SLEIGH 
REST PIKES 
(SHE LEAVE ASHLAY) 

9a.
 

FHLANNCAERANN A MACH 
FLANKERS OUT 
(FLANKREN A MACH) 

9b.
 

FHLANNCAERANN A STEACH 
FLANKERS FORWARD 
(FLANKREN A SCHTICK) 

9c.
 

FHLANNCAERANN ALMOUI 
FLANKERS IN 
(FLANNKREN ALM WE) 

10.
 

ANEESH! 
NOW! 
(ANEESH!)

     It is easiest to learn the commands by doing them, learning the command as an action itself, without trying to translate them first

which often leads to confusion.

     Drills are often performed during events so try to participate when able. You may speak with the 1st Sergeant or an Officer about

offering drill times outside of events as well. 
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PERSONA WORKSHEET FOR CLAN MacCOLIN

Facts About My 16th-Century Persona: 

1. Persona Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
(Character's  given  name,  descriptive,  &  patronymic.  Examples:  Iain  "Dubh"  MacEoghan  =  Ian  "the  dark,"  son  of
Eoghann; Fiona nic Ciaran Gaobh = Fiona, daughter of Ciaran the Smith) 

2. Persona Age _____ Birthdate (optional) ___________________________________ 
(Beyond adolescence, choose an age younger than you actually are - people wore out early! As a birthdate you would
most likely give a season, a festival, or a saint's day, and note the year in terms of some local event.) 

3. I belong to the household of ______________________________________________ 
(Also note duties or position in that household, if applicable: tenant, ghillie, seamstress, etc.) 

4. My persona holds the following position, rank, or office(s) in Clan MacColin (also give 20th-century rank): 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. My persona has these notable personality traits and physical characteristics: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. My persona has these notable skills: ___________________________________________ 
(My persona trades on these skills: _______________________________________________) 

7. My persona's derivation is __________________________________________________ 
(MacColin Scottish-native of Glenderry; other Scottish-indicate origin; MacColin Irish-how related, native or incomer?
other Irish-indicate how joined Clan; mixed-native or incomer? outlander-origin? how and why joined?)

 

8. Three most notable events in my persona's life, and age when they occurred: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Examples: Handfasting or marriage, death of parents, first hunt or raid, moving from Ireland, etc.) 

9. My persona is related to the persona's of the following other Clan members: 
Name (16th & 20th century) Relationship 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

     Examples: Aine Og nic Conor (Ann Jones) - handfast; Coineach mac Colm (Bill Brown) - first cousin. Ask your
Household Head, your Clan relatives, and the Chronicler for persona help at any time. Suggestion: Use pencil, for easier
changes! If you need more room, use the back of this sheet. 

     Please make three copies of the finished worksheet. Give one to the Chronicler; the second goes to your Household
Head; the third is for you to keep for reference. Please notify the Chronicler and your Household Head of any changes.
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